
Underwriting Toolkit:
Real-Time Weather Risk
Intelligence for Confident
Decision-Making

Empowering smarter, faster, and more defensible
weather risk decisions.



Underwriters are facing a new era of
climate complexity

Australia's insurance sector is under mounting pressure
as the frequency, intensity, and unpredictability of severe
weather events escalate. Recent government data shows
$2.2 billion in disaster losses over just six months in 2025,
with projections estimating $8.7 billion annually by 2050.
For underwriters, this means more exposure, less
certainty, and greater urgency to act.

Embargoes play a critical role in managing this exposure,
allowing insurers to pause new business in areas facing
imminent weather threats. But when applied too broadly
or too slowly, embargoes can shut out viable policies and
create operational friction. That’s why precision, speed,
and integration are more important than ever.
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Blanket postcode embargoes restrict
too much business, frustrating brokers
and causing unnecessary premium loss
across unaffected areas.

01The
problem with
traditional
embargoing Manual embargo timing leaves exposure

gaps during fast-developing threats,
increasing the likelihood of high-risk
policies being written before protective
measures are activated.

02

No audit trail for decision-making leads to
compliance and reputational risks, making
it difficult to justify actions during
reviews, disputes, or regulatory scrutiny.
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EmbargoPlus is Australia’s most advanced
embargo management system

Real-time embargo
activation and

expiry minimises
exposure and

downtime

Property-level
targeting (GNAF,

polygon, coordinate)
provides superior

accuracy

API-first
architecture for

fast and seamless
integration into

quoting systems

Embedded Aus
Warning System

thresholds to
ensure national

alignment

Full audit logging
for transparent,
regulator-ready

decision tracking



Real precision in a
real event

9,500 insurance claims as of June 2025
A 1-in-500-year flood event, classified as an
Insurance Catastrophe by ICA
EmbargoPlus achieved a 93.35% reduction in
embargo footprint

2025 New South Wales floods were the worst flood
disaster on record for the Mid North Coast, impacting
over 48,000 people and threatening nearly 10,000
homes. Traditional postcode-based embargoing
resulted in 148,229 locations embargoed. EmbargoPlus
dramatically reduced this to just 9,860 properties
through precision targeting.
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Smarter quoting
starts with better
data

EmbargoPlus doesn’t just automate embargo
logic.  It enables intelligent underwriting by
giving underwriters real-time visibility into :

Flood Warnings & Watches
Bushfire Watches & Emergencies
Severe Weather Systems
Tropical Cyclones
Post-Earthquake Alerts
Tsunami Threats
Hail Swathes with hail size

Image of postcode embargo vs EmbargoPlus areas



Whether you're using a modern quote
platform or legacy core systems,
EmbargoPlus plugs in quickly with:

Seamless API
integration

RESTful API (GET/POST)

GNAF + coordinate lookup

Embargo key tracking

Real-time event filtering by threat type



Why underwriting teams choose
EmbargoPlus

Write more
good risks,

embargo only
what matters

Reduce quote
delays and

manual errors

Deliver
consistent,
defensible
decisions

Improve
broker and
customer

satisfaction

Maintain
compliance
with event

logs



Beyond EmbargoPlus:
supporting data,
insight & monitoring
EWN offers additional tools designed to enhance
underwriting accuracy, risk pricing, and real-time
responsiveness:

Climatics: Historical risk intelligence with
decades of address-level hail, flood, fire, and
cyclone data.
Forecasting & Tropical Cyclone Services:
Industry-specific alerts and projections for event
planning and embargo timing.
AWARE: Real-time monitoring platform for
weather hazards, asset overlays, and policy
impact tracking across your book.



Talk to an Embargo
Specialist
Our team is here to help you understand how
EmbargoPlus can transform your risk management
approach. Let us show you how real-time precision
embargoing works, how fast it integrates, and how it
can reduce your exposure while keeping your books
open for business.
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